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N
oticed tweets or Facebook 
updates that go something
like: “I’m at the Gateway
of India” or “Break
time! (@ J N Petit 
Library)”? That’s

because your friends are hooked
on to Foursquare.com, a social
network that allows users to re-
veal their location to others using
global positioning services (GPS).

To be on the network, you obviously
need a GPS-enabled phone, and it works
like this: Every time you visit a restaurant,
airport, café, park or movie hall in the real
world, you can use the application to pin-
point your location on a map and “check-
in” to the place on Foursquare.

And if your favourite pav-bhajiwallah
doesn’t exist on the network, you can
add his location to the service,
check-in and recommend
him to your friends too.

“I use it to check-in at
restaurants when I’m out 
with family, or when I’m 
shopping so my friends know
exactly where I am and can
come to hang out with me if
they’re near by,” says Natasha
Hegde, an early Foursquare
adopter.

Her numerous check-ins at col-
lege, Andheri station, the coffee shop near
her house and almost every store on 
Bandra’s Hill Road, have given her bragging
rights in the form of unique virtual
badges that she can display on her
Foursquare profile.

Deals and discounts
But virtual badges are the not 
the only reward. Eager to win the
loyalty of customers, a few restau-
rants and businesses are shower-
ing discounts and freebies on Four-
square ‘mayors’.

According to the rules of the game, a
mayorship is conferred upon the person, who
“checks-in” at a particular place the most number
of times, until someone surpasses their number of
visits.

Hoping their presence online will increase foot-
falls in the real world, outlets such as Mumbai’s Blue
Frog, DP’s Fast Food Centre, Wok Hei, Delhi’s Yum
Yum Tree, Pune’s Doolally and Bangalore’s Cafe 
Coffee Day—amongst many others—have signed up
as venues on the site. These businesses can then 
create a page and let users follow them to read about

events and promotions.
Foursquare also gives these establishments cru-

cial insights on footfall trends, number of check-ins,
total unique visitors, the most frequent patrons, a
gender breakdown of customers and what time of
the day people “check in”.

These businesses, in turn, offer freebies to their
‘mayors’. Mumbai’s Blue Frog, for example, offers
“free entry on all nights, except special events” to
the person who has Foursquared them the most.

“We have 30 to 40 visitors who religiously check-
in on a regular basis,” says Shadaab Kadri of Blue
Frog, who informs that the club intends to announce
more discounts soon.

Mapping local secrets
Ray—an IT professional who prefers being known
only by his first name (or schmmuck on Foursquare),
and is the current mayor of Kandivli railway 
station, Borivli Biryani Centre, Goa’s Sarzora Church
and 11 other locations—uses the application to add
tips about the places he visits.

These recommendations that the web site calls
‘insider information’ are useful to those people who
are checking-in to a place for the first time.

When Ray checked in at Pune’s Asiad Bus Ter-
minus, he posted: “Shivneri Buses are much faster
and more comfortable than the Neeta Volvo buses.
Make sure you book tickets online on MSRTC 
especially if you’re travelling on weekends as you’ll 
encounter long queues.”

His other tips include ‘have bun-butter-jam out-
side station at night’ for Churchgate station and
‘Check out Mario Miranda’s awesome work on the
walls’ for Cafe Mondegar.

The 27-year-old Malad resident says: “These are
things you know about a place only if you’ve been
there, and sharing them helps people who are trying
out the place for the first time.”

Indeed, whenever someone checks-in to a new
place, he or she receives instant reviews, recom-
mendations, suggestions or warnings in the form of
tips that flash on their cellphone. A check-in at the
Taj Mahal in Agra, for example, has tips from tourists,
both Indian and foreign.

“Go early! The Taj is pearlescent and changes
colours as the sun rises. It’s amazing,” reads one 
‘insider information’.

No wonder then many Foursquarers use the

phone-based application to explore new places.
“When I’m travelling, I log on to check out the

nearest haunts around me on the map to get a feel of
the place I am at,” says 27-year-old Tinaz Daruwalla
who has been using the service since last year.

Anti-privacy
For many, the fun part of being on Foursquare is the
ability to find friends in the offline world. Internet
junkie Kaushal Karkhanis has added 140 friends on
the networking game. Every time they check-in to a
place nearby, he gets a notification.

Karkhanis likes to use Assisted Serendipity, a
Foursquare-powered application.

“It notifies me when the Male: Female ratio at a
local hangout turns in my favour. It’s a nice ice-
breaker,” he says.

But the service has a dark side, and sharing
Foursquare updates on Twitter and Facebook has
raised several privacy and security concerns. In 
India too, when users post details about their home
address, they are mocked by the online community.

“When we see someone check-in to their home
address, we usually warn them with messages like,
‘Looking for a stalker?’” says Nikhil Kumar Verma,
a Foursquare user with over 2,500 check-ins.

On the flip side, a web site called Please Rob Me
(www.pleaserobme.com) was launched last year,
which streamed updates from users who checked in
at locations other than their own home. The idea, of
course, was that if they’re not home, they can be
robbed.

Verma says some early adopters deleted their 
accounts because they didn’t feel the need to share 
information about their whereabouts and felt that 
revealing too much information could be dangerous.

Users like the current mayor of Gateway of
India’s ferry terminal, 22-year-old Khyati Dodhia,
make only selective check-ins public.

“I don’t check-in everywhere to avoid stalkers,”
says the freelance photographer. “It’s only at places
like a café or a club, when I’m with friends,” she says.

As for Rajesh Punjabi, the owner of a fish-
supplying business, the initial craze of checking-in
has faded. “I’m bored of it now, just like I was bored
of Farmville after a while,” he says. “And then I 
can’t check-in at half of the places as I don’t want
everyone—especially my competitors—to know
where I am.”

S
haring your real-world location
on social networks such as
Foursquare and Facebook Places
is like a two-edged sword. On one

hand it keeps your friends—online and
real—informed about your whereabouts
but, on the other hand, the same infor-
mation can be used by stalkers and peo-
ple with malicious intent.

Many times, however, you might
want to share your co-ordinates with a
closed group of immediate friends and
family. In such cases, you can take re-
course to a few of these applications
that use the GPS function on your phone
to pinpoint where you are, but only to
the folk you choose.

Glympse
“Share Your Where” is the tagline of

Glympse and never were truer mar-
keting words spoken. All you need

to do is download this free software
on to your handset, set a time for how
long you want to share your location
and specify the users with whom you
want to share it with—you can enter a
phone number or mail ID and even post
it to Facebook or Twitter if you are feel-
ing particularly accessible— and then
hit the “send” button.

The receiver gets a link with your
geo location on it—a Glympse, in prod-
uctspeak—and depending on how long
you share it, your friends can track
where you are.

The good part? They do not need to
have the software installed on their
handsets or computers to be able to view
your location.
Get it from: www.glympse.com 
Works with: Android phones, iPhone,
Windows Mobile phones

Shaloc
Similar to Glympse, but available only
for the iPhone and much simpler to use,
Shaloc finds out your location using
your iPhone’s GPS and then generates
what it calls a Shaloc ID (basically a
URL), which you can share through
SMS, e-mail or Twitter. The person who
receives the URL only needs to click on
the link to find out your whereabouts.

You can turn off sharing whenever
you wish or even pre-set the sharing to
stop when the battery reaches a certain
level; a very neat touch, given GPS’
penchant for draining battery juice.
Get it from: www.shaloc.com
Works with: iPhone

GeoShare
Discreet location sharing for those who
don’t like too much of a fuss. Simply
download the app on to your iPhone
(yes, available only for the Apple device)
and the first thing GeoShare does is
show your location on a map with a ‘To’
box. You can then select the name of the
recipient from your phonebook (only
text messages please – no e-mails).

As in the other apps, the receiver
gets a URL, which they can click to see
where you are and the route you are 
following. There are no other settings
or options involved, and your location
will be visible until you hit the “stop
sharing” button. It does not get simpler
than this… really.
Get it from: www.geoshare.us
Works with: iPhone

LiveTracker
If you’re a BlackBerry user then you
might want to download and install
LiveTracker that works out your loca-
tion without even opening a map (which
really saves time). After that, you can
share this data over e-mail, BB PIN, SMS
and Twitter.

The recipient will get a link, which
will point out the co-ordinates on a Sky-
lab Mobilesystems map; again, no need
for the receiver to have the software on
their computers or handsets. A note of
caution: This app is in beta stage, so be
ready for the odd error message.
Get it from: www.skylab-mobilesys-
tems.com
Works with: BlackBerry

Neer
Qualcomm’s location notification app
has been in the news of late with its
ability to tell you when a person has
reached a stipulated destination. What
you need to do is define the people whose
location you need to track—they will
need to have Neer on their devices too—
and specify the locations for which you
want the alerts. For instance, you can
set a notification so that Neer informs
you when your daughter reaches or
leaves college, or when your husband
leaves work.

You can also tweak it to  know peo-
ple’s locations at a certain time — and
in a very cool touch, even set reminders
that are location based (a ‘pick up your
shirt’ alert when you are near your
drycleaners).

The great thing about the app is that
it always runs in the background and
does not require you to do anything
apart from the initial set-up. Qualcomm
even claims that it does not eat too much
into your handset’s battery. The bad
thing, it is not available in India yet, but
is expected here pretty soon.
Get it from: www.neerlife.com
Works with: Android, iPhone

Social networking is moving away from computers and into the real world. Now it’s all
about being seen at the most happening places and screaming out…

Follow my tracks
There are times when
you might like to share
your location with only
a few select people. We
take a look at some
services and apps that
let you do just that 

F O U R S Q U A R E  D A Y  

F
oursquare has what even Facebook and Twitter don’t have: Its
own official day. On Saturday, April 16 (4 squared equals 16),
groups of people active on the social network gathered in

different cities, around the world, to celebrate the day. 
In India, Foursquarers gathered at various venues—including a

coffee shop in Bangalore, the racecourse in Mumbai, a micro-
brewery in Pune and a restaurant in Hyderabad. Their aim: To get a
swarm badge that can only be unlocked when a swarm (more than
50 users) check-in at a single location within a short span of time.

At the swarm meet in Mumbai, which was organised at the Turf
Club, users spent the day at the Farmer’s Market and races. 

“We were invited here because the club wants more citizens to
visit the open space and save it from the builder lobby,” says
Kaushal Karkhanis, one of the organisers. 

Karkhanis opened the swag (goodie) bag that arrived from the
Foursquare Headquarters in the US to handout pin badges and
stickers. The swarm then made a beeline to a cafe in Bandra,
where they managed to unlock the badge after registering over 60
check-ins.

‘I’m here, where are you?’
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W
hen we had featured this family
about five years ago in this co-
lumn, their annual income was

Rs 6.5 lakh. The outstanding home loan
and credit card debt then was Rs 13.50
lakh and Rs 12,000 respectively. Today,
they are earning Rs 13.85 lakh per an-
num and the outstanding mortgage is Rs
8 lakh. Also, their net worth which was
Rs 49.78 lakh in 2006, has almost doubled
to Rs 90.81 lakh. Incidentally, when he
first got married, Tarkeshwar earned a
mere Rs 12,000 per month

According to Tarkeshwar, who will
turn 40 this week, old investments have
started yielding results. According to
us, coming out of debt is yielding re-
sults. Tarkeshwar lives in Mumbai with
his wife Mousami. They have a one year
old son, Paarth.

WHAT ARE THEY SAVING FOR?
(1) Topmost priority is a corpus for
Paarth’s higher education – Rs 25 lakh

after 19 years. (2) Next important goal is
retirement – Rs 1 crore after 19 years. (3)
Their third priority is their son’s mar-
riage – Rs 15 lakh after 23 years. They al-
so dream of foreign travel, luxury car
and a bigger home. All these estimates
will be revised based on inflation.

WHERE ARE THEY TODAY?
CASH FLOW: Total inflow from salary,
interest and dividend per year is Rs 13.85
lakh. Outflow per annum is Rs 13.63
lakh. Outflow includes routine house-
hold expenses, mandatory savings, EMI
for house, insurance premium, taxes
and amount spent on leisure and enter-
tainment. About 11.22% of inflow is be-
ing used for paying loan EMI.
STATEMENT OF NET WORTH: Total
value of assets is Rs 91 lakh. This in-
cludes asset worth Rs 53 lakh for self
consumption (house, vehicles and jewel-
ry). Outstanding home loan is Rs 8 lakh.
This is less then 10% of assets.

penses and has been able to tally their in-
flow and outflow well.
WAY AHEAD
Contingency fund: Fund is sufficient.
Maintain this level.
Health & life insurance: A large por-
tion of life cover is through the employ-
er. Also, with the birth of a child depend-
ency of family on Tarkeshwar has gone
up. Considering these, obtain additional
term plan worth Rs 1 crore.

PLANNING FOR FINANCIAL
GOALS
Paarth’s education: Allocate existing
investment in direct equity for Paarth’s
higher education. As and when existing
FDs mature, invest them in an equity-
based index mutual fund. About two-
three years prior to actual requirement,
transfer that corpus into debt-based in-
vestment.
Retirement: Current investments into

bonds, Post Office savings schemes,
should be converted into equity mutual
fund upon maturity. Also continue con-
tribution to EPF/PPF.
Paarth’s marriage: Once home loan is
fully paid back, the family will have sur-
plus every month equivalent to the cur-
rent EMI. This amount should be invest-
ed in a large cap equity mutual fund and
gold fund.
Larger home, bigger car etcetera:

Consider these goals once all the above
goals are met completely.

(To be featurd in this 

fortnightly column, write to 

moneymakeover@indiatimes.com)

CONTINGENCY FUND: Against mon-
thly mandatory expenses of approx. Rs
75,000, the balance in the savings ac-
count and cash at home is Rs 2.70 lakh.
HEALTH, LIFE & OTHER INSUR-
ANCE: Health and critical illness poli-
cies for self and family across various
insurers are worth Rs 18 lakh. Total life
cover for Tarkeshwar is Rs 1.33 crore.
This includes term plan, investment-
oriented polices and life cover offered by
employer. Mousami also has life cover of
Rs 4 lakh. Apart from this, the family is
well covered for accident insurance.
They also have insurance to protect
their house and vehicle.
SAVING & INVESTMENT: Balance in
the savings bank Rs 2.35 lakh, cash at
home Rs 35,000, direct equity Rs 5.65
lakh, FD 11.50 lakh, bonds Rs 20,000,
EPF/PPF Rs 5.73 lakh, Post Office sav-
ings Rs 11.53 lakh.
FISCAL ANALYSIS
There is decent income from salary, in-
terest and dividend. Savings should be
enhanced more by curtailing expenses.
Borrowing is within permissible limits.
Health cover is sufficient. Life cover is
insufficient. About 15% of invested as-
sets are in equity. Family tracks their ex-

Physical and fiscal health
Both require long-term discipline, says
financial planner Gaurav Mashruwala

For Tarkeshwar, life has come full
circle. He has come a long way from
having a fiscal disciplinarian father,
and from having massive credit card
debts caused by splurging on friends.
Today, he writes the family budget,
strategizes his loan repayment and is
on the path to wealth creation. There
are lots of similarities between healthy
physical and healthy financial life.
Both require right habits to be followed
for prolonged periods of time. The
process is slow and mundane.
However once it is achieved, life can be
blissful. 

PLANNER’S EYE


